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5th September 2022 

Dear Parents,  

 

Would you like help paying for school uniform, trips and extra-curricular clubs? 

 

Some of you may be aware that some families can receive free school meals for their 

children. You may not, however, realise that children who are eligible to receive free 

school meals also receive Pupil Premium Funding - additional funding which we, as a 

school, can use to support the children’s access to the wider curriculum and address 

non-academic barriers to success in school. We have, therefore, used this funding to 

support parents with the purchase of school uniform and shoes, payment for school 

trips and for extra-curricular opportunities, such as Football Club, RockSteady and 

Breakfast Club. 

Pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 automatically receive free school lunches as part 

of the Government’s Universal Infant Free School Meals Scheme. However, these pupils 

can also receive the additional Pupil Premium Funding if you apply for free school meals, 

as detailed below. 

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have 

an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income 

must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 



If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll remain eligible until they finish the 

phase of schooling (primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2023. 

I know that some parents may be concerned that their children may be singled out in 

some way, or treated differently, if they receive free school meals. Please be assured that 

this is not the case. The children are not aware of who receives free meals, or who pays. 

They are not told about the additional funding and how it is used. Details of pupils 

receiving free school meals are treated confidentially amongst those staff who need to 

know, and are not shared widely. Finally, we are only notified of a successful application 

for free school meals, so if you apply and are not successful, we are not informed. 

 

Please do consider applying for free school meals if you think you might be eligible. I 

would hate to think that there are families struggling financially when support such as 

this is available to them. If you have any questions or concerns about this process, 

please do not hesitate to contact me – I will do all I can to help you. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Tina Holditch 

Headteacher 


